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CHAPTER I 
INTRODUCTION 
Significance of Study- 
Interest in this study was expressed by Family Service 
of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Cincinnati, Ohio because 
of its intensive work with unmarried mothers and the agency’s 
interest in the factors to be considered which have an In¬ 
fluence on the unmarried mother’s decision about her baby. 
The writer’s interest In these factors was also stimulated 
while a field work student at this agency during 1950» 
Few problems in casework exceed in importance and 
responsibility that of working with the unmarried mother 
on the whole question of her decision about the baby. 
This has been and remains a hlgjhly controversial subject, 
and inevitably so, since at best out knowledge of the 
complex psychological motivations Is limited. It Is 
obvious that this decision Is not made in a vacuum and 
that It is inseparable from the total psychological 
pattern of the individual unmarried mother, In fact It 
is an outcome and an integral part of that pattern and 
can be understood only in that perspective. No decision 
In life is made Just on the merits of the given problem, 
but it is a composite of the individual’s personality 
and past experiences and their relation-to the immediate 
situation. If we as caseworkers are to be truly helpful 
to the unmarried mother in making this decision, we must 
always keep In focus the dual reality involved in the 
problem, the reality of the individual girl's own psy¬ 
chology and the reality of external life situations.-*- 
Caseworkers still are troubled with doubts when beginning 
to work with the problem of unmarried motherhood, which 
^Leontine R. Young, "The Unmarried Mother's Decision 




possibly results from their fears and lack of clarity about 
the unmarried mother1s situation. It, therefore, seems 
necessary to have a clearer understanding of the hidden and 
external motivations of the unmarried mother, which enable 
the caseworker to have as complete, and as dynamic an under¬ 
standing as possible of the psychology of the individual 
unmarried mother and its affect on her decision about the 
baby. 
Purpose of Study 
The purpose of this study was to analyze the environ¬ 
mental and emotional factors influencing the unmarried mother 
in the disposition of her baby as revealed in twenty selected 
cases treated by Family Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County during 1949» At the time of this study, questions 
regarding the casework process were being examined by local 
agencies working with unmarried mothers. This study, there¬ 
fore was specifically focused on data in relation to one of 
these significant questions, which was* What social or 
emotional factors should be considered before the unmarried 
mother can align herself with or against a plan for placement 
of her child? 
Scope and Limitations 
This study comprises twenty cases treated by Family 
Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Cincinnati, Ohio 
during 194-9» The study was limited to cases in which 
treatment covered a part of the pre-confinement period, the 
confinement, and the period during which the unmarried mother 
reached her decision as to the disposition of her baby. 
Eighty-seven unmarried mothers were known to the agency during 
194-9» an<i of this number, twenty cases had been known to the 
agency during the necessary period. 
Method of Procedure 
The cases were selected as described in the statement of 
scope and limitations. The writer formulated a schedule and 
extracted data from the case records of the agency, entering 
them on the schedules. The data were analyzed by the case 
study method. Pertinent literature on the subject was also 
consulted as a frame of reference for the study. 
CHAPTER II 
COMMUNITY SETTING 
Agency Resources for Unmarried Mothers 
Family Service is one of several casework agencies in 
the community that gives casework service to the unmarried 
mother who wants or prefers services from a non-sectarian 
agency. The agency prefers to have mothers referred early in 
the pre-natal period, in order that there will be an oppor¬ 
tunity to help the mother with her attitudes as the time for 
confinement approaches. When the mother desires placement, 
and is able to finance the child*s care, the policy of the 
agency is to refer her to the Children’s Home. When she is 
not able to finance this care, the agency may refer her to 
the Child Welfare Board. When the mother wishes to place her 
baby for adoption, she may be referred to the Children's Home 
When maternity hospital care is indicated, the caseworker can 
refer white and colored mothers to Catherine Booth Home and 
white mothers to Maple Knoll Hospital and continue her case¬ 
work relationship with the mother while she is in residence 
there. When the mother desires to have paternity established 
the caseworker can be helpful in this connection. When the 
mother wishes to arrange for support from the alleged father, 
she may be referred to the court of Domestic Relations after 
paternity has been acknowledged. 
Non-resident white unmarried mothers usually can be 
served more effectively by the Youth Consultation Service 
than by Family Service. Youth Consultation Service has no 
residence restrictions and can help the mothers to plan for 
their confinement in this community, if this seems a good 
casework plan. Plans for non-resident colored mothers should 
be discussed with the Division of Public Relief.^ 
Agency Services for Unmarried Mothers 
Family Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, 
Cincinnati, Ohio has always utilized as its primary objective 
the rendering of casework services to families as well as in¬ 
dividual members of a family in helping them to develop the 
opportunity for satisfying and useful lives. 
Family Service program for unmarried mothers pro¬ 
vides individualized casework service comparable to that 
provided for other families. Casework treatment is 
based on an understanding of the person and her needs 
related to the internal and external forces which have 
contributed to her problem. The initial emphasis of 
casework is helping at the time when the unmarried mother 
is faced with community and family disapproval and her 
own feelings, such as frustration1, shame, resentment, 
and helplessness. Usually she Is unable to continue at 
work or is unemployed. She needs practical help in 
planning medical and maternity home care and counseling 
in making important decisions in relation to herself and 
her baby. 
Casework with unmarried mothers has a two-fold 
objective — 1) making plans for the baby consistent 
with his right to a happy, normal growth and family ex¬ 
perience; 2) helping the unmarried mother in various 
ways which enable her to mature emotionally to the extent 
she is able, without recurrence of illegitimate pregnancy. 
She is helped to make a decision to keep, place, or 
^•Family Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, "Scope 
of Program," (Cincinnati, Ohio, 19^5), (Mimeographed.}, p. 1. 
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surrender her baby for adoption in accordance with her 
own potential capacity to love and meet her child's in¬ 
numerable growth needs. If adoption or placement of the 
baby is indicated, an attempt is made to help the mother 
accept giving him up as the best way of fulfilling her 
maternal responsibility. Children's agency resources 
are used for placement while the unmarried mother con¬ 
tinues her contact with Family Service. Ultimatedly, 
the decision about the kind of service she can accept is 
and must remain the mother's as with all services of the 
agency. Some unmarried mothers need to limit the case¬ 
worker's help to practical services around confinement — 
others use the help more fully as trust in the caseworker 
develops. 
Practical help is given such as financial assistance 
and aid in finding suitable living quarters when living 
with relatives is not possible nor desirable. As a rule> 
the unmarried mother feels she is "bad" and anticipates 
"bad” treatment. Services which convey the caseworker's 
feeling of respect for her as a person help to counter¬ 
act this feeling. Eventually she must bp helped to find 
increased satisfactions she has never known or has lost. 
Opportunities for vocational retraining often serve this 
purpose and, in addition, help to re-direct her energlès 
along constructive lines of self-dependence. 
Almost invariably something has gone wrong in the 
unmarried mother's relationship with her parents. She, 
therefore, needs help in emancipating herself from de¬ 
structive attitudes of dependence, defiance, etc. The 
casework relationship offers understanding and help 
through a period of crisis and a continuing relationship 
for as long as it is needed. It provides an opportunity 
to identify with the caseworker's healthy attitudes and 
encouragement to work for success in areas in which the 
unmarried mother has previously failed. Thus the case¬ 
work relationship serves as a corrective experience for 
the unmarried mother.1 
In this as in other problems. Family Service finds that 
it can be more helpful to those mothers who show evidence of 
some capacity to work on their problems with the agency. The 
agency can also be more helpful to mothers who have not - 
Ijune Root and Casework Committee, "Tentative Statement 
of Casework Services Rendered to Unmarried Mothers," 194-8* 
(Used with permission). 
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developed a fixed pattern of behavior which is less likely to 
respond to casework help.^ "Mothers living alone as well as 
those living with their families, are accepted for service, 
when the problems are such that the agency thinks it can be 
helpful. 
■^Family Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, op. 
ci t • f p • 3 * 
^Ibld.. p. Ij.. 
CHAPTER III 
BACKGROUND INFORMATION 
Race and Religion 
The cases studied included individuals of the white and 
Negro races, as there were eighteen white and two Negro un¬ 
married mothers. 
All of the unmarried mothers were of the Prostestant re¬ 
ligion, which was perhaps related to the fact that Family 
Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County is a non-sectarian 
agency. 
Agency Classification and Age At Time Of Acceptance 
All cases of Family Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton 
County were classified as new, re-opened, and recurrent. 
Table 1 shows the agency classification and ages of the twenty 
unmarried mothers studied. 
TABLE 1 
AGENCY CLASSIFICATION AND AGE AT TIME OF ACCEPTANCE 
Classification Age 
Total lit-20 21-27 28-3Î4.__ 35 and over 
Total 20 7 6 2‘ 
New 17 6 5 4- 2 
Re-opened 2 1 1 
Recurrent 1 1 
The ages of the unmarried mothers ranged from fourteen to 
8 
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thirty-six, the largest age group being from fourteen to twenty. 
Seventeen of the unmarried mothers studied were classi¬ 
fied as new cases, and the largest age group of these new cases 
were found in the youngest age group studied. Two cases were 
classified as re-opened. In regard to these two cases, the 
family of one had been previously known to the agency as a 
marital conflict case, and the family of the other had been in 
contact with the agency previously in regard to homemaker 
service. One of the cases was classified as recurrent due to 
the fact that the mother of the unmarried mother, (who was 
fourteen years of age), repeatedly returned to the agency for 
help with emotional problems due to the loss of her husband. 
Referral Source 
Table 2 illustrates the number of unmarried mothers re¬ 
ferred by other agencies; the number referred by parents, 
relatives, friends or a physician; and the number who made 
personal application. 
TABLE 2 
SOURCES OF REFERRAL 
Source Number 
Total 20 
Other agencies 9 






Of the twenty cases, nine were referred to Family Service 
by other agencies. The referral agencies were the Youth Con¬ 
sultation Service, County Welfare Department, Family Service 
of Louisville, Kentucky, and the Visiting Nurses* Association. 
Five of the unmarried mothers came voluntarily seeking service. 
The relative who requested service for one girl was her cousin. 
Family Background of Applicants 
An individual*s early home life is of major importance 
in his future development. A child is deserving of happy 
parents who love him sincerely, who create a home in which 
there is harmony and mutual respect, and who provide adequate¬ 
ly for his physical and emotional needs.^ 
Table 3 illustrates the marital status of the parents in 
the homes from which the unmarried mothers came. 
TABLE 3 
MARITAL STATUS OF PARENTS DURING CHILDHOOD OF UNMARRIED MOTHER 
Marital Status Number 
Total 20 
Parents together 
One parent dead 
Parents separated 
Parents divorced 








^•Gertrude E. Chittenden, Living: With Children (New York, 
19kk), p. 17. 
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The parents of seven of the unmarried mothers were to¬ 
gether during their daughters' childhood and at the time of 
their illegitimate pregnancies. In one of the cases, even 
though the parents were together, the unmarried mother was 
sent at the age of twelve to live with a widowed elderly 
woman as her companion and house-girl. In another such case, 
the girl at the age of seven was sent to live with her maternal 
grandparents. 
Two girls whose parents separated during their childhood, 
lived with their mothers. The parents were divorced during 
the unmarried mothers' childhood in two of the cases. One of 
the girls lived with her mother and step-father, and the 
other lived with a cousin, due to the fact that her mother 
was employed and was usually out of the home. Five of the 
unmarried mothers, who had lost one parent during their child¬ 
hood through death, lived with their mothers, and two with 
their paternal grandparents. In the case in which both parents 
died during the unmarried mother's childhood, the girl lived 
with her grandparents and her aunt. The unmarried mother was 
born out-of-wedlock in one case, and lived with an aunt during 
her early life. Her mother married a man other than the 
putative father when the girl was nine years old, at which 
time she returned to live with her mother and step-father. 
Seventeen of the unmarried mothers had siblings. Sibling 




Betty stated that she was the oldest of seven 
children. Her youngest sister was the favorite and she 
never got along with her. She brought out her resentment 
towards this sister by stating that when she was seven- 
years-old her sister was bornj she was sent to her grand¬ 
mother's to live and received the attention there which 
she did not receive at home. 
The other case illustrating sibling rivalry follows: 
Case 2 
Alice had an older brother whom she felt had always 
received more attention than she. She stated that her 
mother and brother had always been quite close and she 
spoke quite openly about the fact that she had always 
felt rejected. Her brother continuously teased her a 
great deal and she always had to do a lot of work around 
the house when her mother went to work. Alice stated 
that she had resented this as she would have liked to 
have engaged in outside activities with her friends aa 
her brother had been able to do. 
In these two cases, the unmarried mothers expressed their 
feelings of resentment, hostility, and rejection in regard to 
their siblings. 
Since the young child spends most of his time at 
home, his family group is the most fertile source of the 
early experiences which play such an important role in 
his development. Perhaps the most potent influence on 
the young child's behavior and growth is the "atmosphere” 
of his home which is determined by the attitudes and be¬ 
havior of the various members of the family toward each 
other.1 
All of the unmarried mothers studied came from families 
of either middle or low economic status. Five unmarried 
mothers came from families in the middle income group and 
fifteen from families in the low income group. 
^•Ibld.. p. 68 
CHAPTER IV 
ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS INFLUENCING- THE 
DISPOSITION OF THE BABY 
Treatment of Unmarried Mother During Childhood 
Our experience has shown that caseworkers frequently 
focus their interest in the emotional elements of the un¬ 
married mother’s conflict without giving sufficient recogni¬ 
tion to environmental forces which may have an equal degree of 
impact on the decision the unmarried mother makes.3 
A great deal that occurs in personality formation comes 
by way of the human experience that is due to environmental 
factors, which play an important role in the decision the 
unmarried mother makes regarding the disposition of her baby.^ 
The treatment of a child and his relationship with his 
parents during his early years affects his total behavior 
patterns and although there may be many years before it is 
shown, there may come a time when the results of his disturb¬ 
ances come to the surface.3 
Treatment of the unmarried mothers by their parents was 
discussed by all of the women studied. 
^Frances H. Scherz, "Taking Sides’ in the Unmarried 
Mothers Conflict," Journal of Social Casework. XXVIII 
(February, 1947)* ff- 
^Spurgeon 0. English, and Gerald H. J. Pearson, Emo¬ 
tional Problems of Living (New York, 1937)* p. 19» 
3Ibld.. p. 97 
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Overprotection.--This attitude was evident in six of the 
cases studied, in regard to the parental handling of the 
mothers during their early lives. Three of these women were 
disciplined by their mothers and they expressed their feel¬ 
ings of closer attachment towards their fathers. In the 
other three cases the women lived with their grandparents 
during their early lives due to the death of one of their 
parents, and on the basis of the information the women gave 
to the caseworker, the grandmother was the disciplinarian of 
the family and the parental substitute to whom they were more 
olosely attached. 
The following cases are examples of overprotection by 
their parents, of two of the unmarried mothers during their 
early lives. 
Case 3 
Ann stated that she felt that she had always been 
rather a baby in her family and for that reason had de¬ 
pended upon her parents for a great deal. Her mother had 
always told her that she was the most dependable one in 
the family and that she would never get into trouble. 
In the other case showing overprotection -- 
Case ij. 
Jane who had been an orphan since the age of two, 
was pampered by her grandmother who tried to provide her 
with everything she wanted. 
Overprotection of the child by the parent may result in 
two different kinds of parent-child relationships. 
The parent may dominate the child in his,, overpro¬ 
tection; that is, may prevent him from becoming an 
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independent individual by keeping him a baby longer than 
he should, by dictating his actions, and in many other 
ways overpowering him. On the other hand the parent may 
give in to every whim and fancy of the child; that is, 
he "spoils” him. Either of these attitudes is harmful 
to the child. Both kinds of children are likely to have 
difficulty in establishing themselves in their social 
groups.l 
Rejection.--In fourteen of the mothers studied, rejection 
was shown by the parent or parent substitute as one of the 
harmful parental attitudes towards the women during their 
early lives. In ten of these cases the women were disciplined 
by their mother. Seven expressed their feelings of closer 
attachment towards their father, while two were more closely 
attached to their step-fathers and two others stated that 
they had never felt close to either of their parents. Rejec¬ 
tion was also evidenced in two of the cases before the child’s 
birth. An illustration of a girl unwanted before her birth is 
given in the following case: 
Case $ 
Mary stated that the two older children in the 
family were wanted children, but she, her younger sister 
and brother were all ’’slips.” She added that the most 
traumatic time she had experienced was when she was a 
child and her mother had told her that she was a "slip.” 
She felt that it was most unfair for a child to have been 
given this information, and from that time on she had 
felt that she was quite a rejected child. 
Miss Chittenden has stated: 
Rejection is undoubtedly one of the most harmful 
parental attitudes as far as the child is concerned. He 
^•Gertrude E. Chittenden, op. cit.. p. 69. 
l6 
feels that he is not loved, is not wanted by his parents. 
Many times he is the child whose birth was actually un¬ 
wanted by one or both parents.1 
Childhood Experiences 
Children are much calmer and more willing to accept a 
fair code of sexual behavior when they know the facts and 
when they get them from their parents at an early age. Out 
of gratitude for the information and out of the close re¬ 
lationship with the parents which is bound to occur when the 
young person is dealt with thus frankly, he as an adolescent 
is more likely to accept the values in behavior that the 
parent would like him to accept. It is not sexual information 
that leads to promiscuity or to the danger of illegitimate 
pregnancy. It is often rather the lack of proper information 
or of an altruistic code of behavior taught by friendly 
.. . . , p 
parents that leads to these results. 
Sex education.—nineteen of the mothers studied revealed 
that they had never received any sex education, and a few of 
these women who had not previously been married before felt 
that this was one of the major reasons for their illegitimate 
pregnancies. One mother stated that she had received very 
little sex information. The following illustration is a case 
in which the woman expressed her feelings regarding her 
mother*s failure to give her sex education. 
^•Ibld.. p. 69. 
^English and Pearson, op. clt.. p. 7&. 
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Case 6 
Mary stated that she felt her mother had been really 
wrong In one respect as she had not given any of the 
girls sex Instructions and she and her oldest sister had 
gone Into marriage without an idea in the world as to 
what being married entailed in the sexual sense. 
Age And Educational Background 
In seventeen cases, information was given in relation to 
the educational background of the unmarried mothers studied. 
Table I4. illustrates the ages of the unmarried mothers in 
relation to their educational backgrounds. 
TABLE ij. 
AGE AND EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND OP THE UNMARRIED MOTHERS 
Education Age 
Total ik-20 21-27 28-3k 3Ç and over 
Total 20 7 6 _ 5 2 
Less than 7th grade 1 1 
Attended junior high 2 2 
Attended high school 3 2 1 
High school'graduate 7 1 2 3 1 
Attended college 2 1 1 
College graduate 1 1 
Attended business school 1 1 
Unknown  2  1 1 1 
One of the women, aged nineteen had only completed the 
sixth grade. Two of the girls, aged fourteen, were attending 
junior high school at the time of their pregnancies, while 
two, aged twenty and twenty-eight respectively, had previously 
had some high school training. One of the girls, aged seventeen, 
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was attending high school at the time of her pregnancy* Two 
women, aged twenty-one and thirty-six respectively, had some 
college training, and one woman,aged twenty-six was a college 
graduate. The largest educational group of the women studied 
were high school graduates. Three of these women were in the 
age group from twenty-eight to thirty-four; two were in the 
age group from twenty-one to twenty-seven; one was twenty 
years old, and another was thirty-five years of age. 
Previous Marriages 
It was significant to note that ten of the unmarried 
mothers studied had previously been married. At the time of 
their illegitimate pregnancies, six of these mothers were 
divorced, three were separated from their husbands, and the 
husband of one was deceased. Each of the mothers had children 
by their husbands during the marriage. 
Work Experience 
The work experience of the mothers > was classified on 
the basis of the last position held by the women before their 
pregnancies and the period of time they had held this position. 
Three of the women had been employed as clerks for a 
period of one to four years. Pour women had been employed as 
waitresses for a period of two years. One woman had beeai 
employed in a factory for five months; another had worked on 
negatives in a camera department for five years, and one had 
been employed as an attendant at a hospital for six months. 
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One woman had been a Nurse*s Aide in the Waves for two years; 
another had been employed in a shoe factory for four years; and 
two had been employed in a department store, though information 
was not given relative to the period of time the women had work¬ 
ed at these places. One woman had been an artist for a year. 
Five women had never been employed. Three of these were the 
youngest of the group studied and were still attending school. 
Family's Attitude Towards Pregnancy. 
The decision the unmarried mother makes regarding the 
disposition of her baby is complicated by her attitudes and 
those of her family towards the situation. She and her family 
may have much feeling of guilt. They may fear so greatly the 
censure of friends and neighbors that they plan unwisely for 
the baby.^ 
Accepting attitudes.—Attitudes of the families towards 
the unmarried mothers' illegitimate pregnancies and disposition 
of their babies were expressed in the majority of the cases 
studied. In one case, the parents expressed very little feel¬ 
ing about their daughter* s pregnancy and the unmarried mother 
stated that she guessed they were accepting of it. In another 
case, the woman felt that her parents had accepted her preg¬ 
nancy fairly well. 
The mother of one of the girls helped her with her morale 
■^-Unmarried Mothers and Their Children. U. S. Department 
of Labor, Children's Bureau (Washington, D. C., l^S») • $• 
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and finances during her pregnancy, while in another, the 
mother paid for her daughter's confinement, even though she 
had not seen the girl since she and her husband had separated 
when the girl was five years old. The family of another girl 
was interested in helping her financially even though she was 
not accepting of their help, as she felt that they had re¬ 
jected her considerably during her early life. In.one case 
the girl did not wish to tell her family about her pregnancy, 
but they found out about it and were interested in her welfare 
as indicated below: 
Case 7 
Mary felt that she did not want to tell her parents 
about her pregnancy because they were elderly and would 
worry about her. Her parents found out about her preg¬ 
nancy, however, and were interested and happy to know 
that she was well. Her mother's words to her were that 
she knew Mary was old enough to make her own decision 
and that it would not matter to them what decision she 
would make in regard to the baby. They wanted her to 
return home as soon as she could. 
In another such case the unmarried mother did not wish 
her grandmother, with whom she had been living, to know about 
her pregnancy; however, all of her other relatives knew about 
it and offered her moral and financial support. 
Rejecting attitudes.—In one case, when the woman's 
parents found out about her illegitimate pregnancy, she was 
put out of the home. The father assumed a negative attitude 
towards the girl, even though the mother offered her moral 
support and visited her while she was confined. In another 
such case, the woman stated that she had been ”kicked out" of 
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the home by her siblings when they had learned of her preg¬ 
nancy. The mother of one of the youngest girls studied was 
anxious and concerned about her daughter's pregnancy and 
partially blamed herself for the girl's condition. She ex¬ 
pressed guilt feelings for having neglected the child after 
her husband's death and felt that she had been too::concerned 
with her own problems. 
The parents of two of the girls studied were rejecting 
of their daughters when they learned of their pregnancies 
and nagged them considerably about their conditions, as 
illustrated in the following cases. 
Case 8 
Ellen stated that her mother constantly nagged and 
fussed with her about her condition. Her parents did 
not seem to be at all understanding.of her feelings and 
her mother wanted her to sit in the house and hide and 
not go out for fear the neighbors would see her. 
Case 9 
June told the worker that when her mother found out 
about her pregnancy she did not "hit the ceiling, but 
she went through the roof." When she told about her 
father's reaction to her pregnancy, great tears came 
into her eyes. She then said "when my father found out 
I was pregnant, he turned on me and called me a whore." 
Families not informed.—Seven of the mothers did not 
want their parents to know of their situations, and their 
feelings remained the same regarding their decisions through¬ 
out their contact with the agency. Two of these women ex¬ 
pressed their reasons for their decisions. One felt that 
her parents would not be accepting of her pregnancy, while 
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the other felt that she would not want to tell them because 
her mother worried a great deal about things* 
Family's Attitude Towards 
Disposition of Baby 
Information regarding the family's attitude towards the 
unmarried mother's disposition of her baby was given in ten 
of the cases. Seven of the women's parents felt that their 
daughters should have their babies adopted. In two of the 
cases, the parents or relatives felt that the girls should 
keep their babies, and one of the women had not told her 
grandparents of her pregnancy; though, she did tell her other 
relatives, who encouraged her to keep the child. 
Many of the women studied were seemingly influenced in 
making decisions regarding the disposition of their babies by 
parental attitudes towards them and their babies. 
Community's Attitude Towards Pregnancy 
Out-Of-Wedlock 
As our understanding of human behavior has increased, our 
approach to all social problems including unmarried motherhood 
has been on a sounder basis and certainly more humane. The 
social stigma on unmarried mothers, nevertheless, still re¬ 
mains and makes the experience traumatic and fearful, fraught 
with guilt and anxiety. The attitudes of the community are 
one of the sources from which spring the major social problems 
faced by the unmarried mother and which help to influence her 
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decision regarding the disposition of her baby.^ 
If the mother’s "trouble” is known to the community, she 
is often exploited by family, friends or employers, and such 
community attitudes leave the unmarried mother and her child 
O 
in a precarious and unstable social situation. 
Rejecting attitudes.--Seventeen of the unmarried mothers 
lived in communities where the attitudes which existed towards 
illegitimate pregnancies were quite hostile and negative; con¬ 
sequently, eleven women of this group left their home towns 
when they learned of their pregnancies, because of the pre¬ 
vailing attitudes towards them. An'illustration of this type 
of situation is given in the excerpt below: 
Case 10 
Doris’s parents did not want her in the home after 
she became pregnant as they insiètéd that the neighbors 
must not know of her pregnancy because they would talk 
about her and the family in a degrading manner. Doris 
stated that she was kept "hidden” at home as much as 
possible until she left for another city. 
The illustration below is an example of a girl who remained 
at home during her pregnancy, showing her feelings about the 
community’s attitude towards a situation similar to her's. 
Case 11 
Marie did not want the community to know about her 
1Annie Lee Davis, "Attitudes Toward Minority Groups," The 
Child. U. S. Children* s Bureau (Washington, D. C., 19ij.o),.l. 
2Ruth Brenner, "Casework Service for Unmarried Mothers," 
The Family (December, 1941)* 211. 
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pregnancy because they would gossip about her and shake 
their finger at her as they had done at another girl 
who became illegitimately pregnant. 
Supporting attitudes.-«In one of the cases studied, 
individuals in the community offered moral support to the 
unmarried mother and assisted her by helping her to plan for 
her confinement period. 
Case 12 
Evelyn spoke of everyone connected with helping her 
in the most glowing terms including her mother, sister, 
and Sisters of the Transfiguration. She stated that 
everyone in her church and other people in her community 
had been very nice to her throughout her pregnancy. 
In two of the cases studied, information was not given 
in relation to the community's attitude towards the woman's 
situation. 
CHAPTER V 
EMOTIONAL FACTORS INFLUENCING THE 
DISPOSITION OF THE BABY 
Attitude Towards Putative Father 
and Relationship With Him 
In a consideration of the problem of unmarried parent¬ 
hood, serious thought must be given to the fathers of 
children born out-of-wedlock and the mothers' feelings towards 
and relationship with them, due to the fact that these factors 
play an important role in the decision the mothers make re¬ 
garding the disposition of their babies,^ 
In eighteen of the cases studied, the women revealed 
information regarding the putative fathers. 
Casual relationship.—A casual relationship existed 
between the unmarried mother and the putative father in 
fifteen of the cases. It has been found that seldom is there 
an unmarried mother who genuinely cared for the father of her 
baby.^ 
One of the women stated that she had not cared for the 
putative father and had only seen him twice. The women in 
four cases, stated that they had cared for the putative fathers 
perhaps more than the fathers had cared for them, while one 
1-Maud Morlock, Fathers of Children Born Out of Wedlock. 
U. S. Department of Labor, Children's Bureau {Washington, D. 
C.), 1. 
^Haxel Fredericksen, The Child and His Welfare (San 
Francisco, California, 194-8), p. 227. 
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woman felt that she had loved the father very much. Negative 
feelings were expressed by four of the women towards the 
putative fathers. 
Two of the mothers expressed their feelings of shame 
regarding their conditions, and stated that they did not 
know how the incident had occurred. One of these women 
blamed her pregnancy on liquor and said that she and the 
putative father had been rather intoxicated when the sexual 
relationship took place. 
Two of the mothers informed the worker that they had 
been lonely and that associating with the putative fathers 
had helped to occupy their spare time. One of the mothers 
had associated with the putative father because she had a 
great deal of fun with him. He had been quite attentive 
towards her and spent a considerable amount of money on her. 
The following is an illustration of such a situation. 
Case 13 
Louise stated that she and the putative father had 
a lot of fun together, but he was not anyone whom she 
would ever consider eligible as a hsuband. She had 
never planned to marry him and had never even felt 
particularly romantic about him. Since both of them 
were lonesome they filled each other1s needs somewhat, 
although neither of them were thinking of marriage. 
Sustaining relationship.—The unmarried mother and the 
putative father had known each other for a long period of 
time in three of the cases; however, in one such case, the 
unmarried mother revealed very little information regarding 
the father, and told the worker that she had not told him 
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that she was pregnant and was not interested in prosecuting 
him. The putative father in another such case was married, 
but was contemplating a divorce from his wife and he and the 
unmarried mother planned to marry as soon as this was settled. 
He contributed toward her finances during her confinement. 
The woman evidenced feelings of shame in her relationship 
with the putative father in this case, and told the worker 
that she dicin' t know why or how she had agreed to the re¬ 
lationship. After her confinement, the woman decided that 
she did not want to marry the man, as she did not feel that 
he was a very conscientious person. 
In one of the youngest unmarried mother cases studied, 
the putative father was attending college. The girl's mother, 
upon learning of her daughter's illegitimate pregnancy, told 
the man in the case that if he did not marry her daughter, 
she would take him to court or to the Humane Society. The 
man and the girl had discussed marriage plans, and the man 
had informed the girl that he would marry her after the baby 
was delivered, just to show her mother that he could not be 
forced into marriage. The couple seemingly cared for each 
other and the boy discontinued attending college to work and 
finance the girl's confinement, but she was not willing to 
accept any money from him until her mother had accepted him. 
He visited the girl during and after her pregnancy and she 
felt that if her mother had not interfered, they would have 
married immediately after she knew that she was pregnant. 
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Putative father not Informed.--Two of the women did not 
inform the putative fathers of their pregnancies as they did 
not desire any further contact with them. Often the un¬ 
married mother wishes to conceal her pregnancy from the father 
of the - child.' This usually has one of two motives -- denial 
of a positive emotional relation to him, and narcissistic 
fear of being rejected and condemned by him.*- 
Marriage with putative father.--Marriage with the puta¬ 
tive father had been discussed in six of the cases, but none 
of the women's plans materialized in regard to this. In 
these cases, when the women realized that the putative fathers 
really did not plan to marry them they became quite defensive 
and rationalized, stating that they really did not want to 
marry the fathers, as they probably would not have made good 
husbands, because of their irresponsibility and immaturity. 
The putative fathers in four of the cases studied were 
married; in one of these cases, the woman did not know that 
the father was married and had two children, as illustrated 
below: 
Case li^ 
Sarah stated that the man who impregnated her gave 
her a fictitious name. She later found out that he was 
married and had two children. She therefore did not do 
anything to establish paternity of the baby she expected. 
Attitude towards pregnancy.--The putative fathers in 
1Ibld.. p. 229. 
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three of the cases, upon learning of the women’s pregnancies, 
suggested that they have an abortion performed. The mothers, 
however, were not in accordance with this and discontinued 
contact with the men after abortion was suggested. 
The following excerpt is an illustration of one of the 
putative fathers who assumed a negative attitude towards the 
unmarried mother and her condition. 
Case 15 
Nancy stated that when she learned of her pregnancy, 
she called the putative father and told him that she 
would like for him to come to her house so that they 
could talk peacefully about her situation. There was a 
long pause on the telephone and she then asked him what 
he was thinking about and he replied, MIt is your problem, 
you stew in it." She became very angry and banged down 
the receiver and had not heard from him since that time. 
The putative fathers in three of the cases felt that the 
babies should be placed for adoption, while in another, the 
man felt that the woman should keep the child, but he did not 
offer her moral or financial support. 
The putative fathers in two of the cases, upon learning 
of the women's pregnancies, informed them that they were not 
concerned about their situations and would be unable to help 
them. 
Extent of support.—No moral or financial support was 
offered to the unmarried mothers by the putative fathers in 
thirteen of the cases studied. The woman’s confinement was 
financed by the putative father in one of the cases. 
Plan for future.—In sixteen of the cases, the relationship 
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with the putative father was dissolved during the unmarried 
mothers' confinement. 
Two of the women studied did not wish to reveal infor¬ 
mation relative to the putative fathers and their relationship 
with them, and did not receive financial support from the men. 
Relationship With Previous Husband 
As was mentioned previously in this study, ten of the 
unmarried mothers had previously been married and each' had 
children by their husbands. The writer felt it significant 
to learn the unmarried mother's feelings towards her previous 
husband and children, and the relationship which seemingly 
existed between them. In some of these cases, these factors 
were important regarding the unmarried mother's decision as 
to the disposition of her baby. 
Death of husband.—In one case, the woman's husband had 
been killed in the service three years before her illegitimate 
pregnancy. Information was not revealed regarding her re¬ 
lationship with her husband. There were three young children 
in the family, and the mother felt that she should have the 
t 
out-of-wedlock child adopted, because if she kept the baby 
she would not know how to explain the situation to her other 
children, whose welfare was her chief concern. 
Separation.—The women in three cases were separated 
from their husbands. In one such case, the woman had been 
married for eleven years and had not secured a divorce from 
her husband because he was a Catholic and he would not have 
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been able to have continued in the church. There was one 
child in the family, but the father of the child was not con¬ 
tributing financial support for him. The relationship which 
existed between this mother and her previous husband is 
illustrated in the following excerpt. 
Case l6 
Shirley stated that when she was living with her 
husband she had very little recreation because he did 
not like to go out. Her husband had been quite pro¬ 
tective of her and had always treated her like a baby. 
In another case, the woman had been married twice pre¬ 
vious to her pregnancy at the time of this study, and had 
four children from her first marriage. Her first husband, 
with whom she had shared a happy life, had died. She lived 
with her second husband for eight months, but left him be¬ 
cause he drank too much. She then became pregnant by a third 
man. She felt that she had all of the responsibility she 
could assume in caring for her four children and therefore 
wanted the baby adopted. 
In the third case in which the unmarried mother and her 
husband were separated, the husband had deserted her prior to 
the birth of their child and did not assume financial respon¬ 
sibility for the child, as described below: 
Case 17 
Ellen stated that in the beginning of their marriage, 
she and her husband had decided to have a family, hoping 
to have a boy and a girl. The husband seemingly became 
afraid of growing up when she became pregnant, and he 
was faced with the fact that he was about to become a 
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father. The responsibility overwhelmed him and he de¬ 
serted her prior to the birth of the child. He communi¬ 
cated through his brother with Ellen, saying that at any 
time she wanted to return to him he would be glad to 
accept her as his wife, but he did not want her to bring 
the child he had never seen. 
The woman in this case was in the process of attempting 
to secure a divorce from her husband. She had become illegi¬ 
timately pregnant, and felt that the out-of-wedlock child 
should be adopted, as she wanted to assume full responsibility 
for her first child and thought that the second child should 
have a home in which both parents were present. 
Divorced.—The women were divorced from their husbands 
in six of the cases studied, and were not receiving support 
for their children. In one of these cases, the woman's 
husband had engaged in a relationship with another woman and 
had also drunk a great deal. In another such case, the husband 
had not wanted to assume his family responsibilities and the 
couple had divorced because of sexual reasons. The woman 
stated that she had only married him because she had lived 
with her father, who had been rejecting of her, most of her 
life, and she had wanted a home of her own. 
In another such case, the woman stated that she was still 
in love with her husband, but had divorced him because he had 
married another woman while he was married to her. 
In these six cases, the children of the unmarried mother 
and her previous husband lived with relatives or were in 
boarding homes. Each of the mothers favored adoption for 
their out-of-wedlock children and four of them stated as their 
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reasons for this decision that they did not feel they were 
able to assume responsibility for another child. In one of 
these cases, the mother favored adoption for her out-of-wed- 
lock child as she desired to regain custody of her daughter, 
while in the other case the mother favored adoption as she 
was fearful that her previous husband would take the child 
away from her if he learned of her illegitimate pregnancy. 
Seemingly in the majority of the cases studied in which 
the unmarried mothers had previously been married, an un¬ 
satisfying and unwholesome relationship had existed with their 
husbands, and the women were seeking warmth and attention from 
other men. 
Previous Illegitimate Children 
In two of the cases Studied, two women had experienced 
illegitimate pregnancies previously. Information relative to 
the mother’s feelings regarding the previous illegitimate 
child was available in only one of these cases. In this case, 
the putative father of the woman’s first illegitimate child 
was a man other than the father of her second illegitimate 
child. The following excerpt indicates the unmarried mother's 
feelings regarding her first illegitimate child and the case¬ 
worker's thinking regarding the woman's feelings. 
Case 18 
Margaret spoke with a certain amount of embarrass¬ 
ment about the fact that she was illegitimately pregnant. 
She referred to the child, however, in a warm and fond 
manner. The caseworker felt that her embarassment 
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perhaps came from what a few people had said to her rather 
than any real feeling of her own that she had been doing 
something which was not socially acceptable. Margaret 
felt that it would be best for her to stay at home and 
then go to a hospital and return home, because there was 
the responsibility of her other child which she felt she 
could not throw over and just take off and go to Maple 
Knoll. 
The Unmarried Mother’s Attitude 
Towards Her Pregnancy 
The following information concerning the unmarried 
mother’s attitude towards her pregnancy is based upon the 
women’a statements as found in their cases or upon the case¬ 
worker' s thinking regarding their attitudes towards their 
pregnancies. 
Fondness.—In five cases, the women were fond of and 
showed affection and warmth for the unborn baby. The woman 
stated in one instance that she realized she had done some¬ 
thing wrong, but the caseworker felt that her guilt was very 
well in check and that the woman was regretful rather than 
resentful. In another such case, the worker felt that even 
though the mother was very warm towards her unborn child, the 
pregnancy was used as a method to hold the putative father. 
He had suggested abortion to the woman, which might have made 
her feel that he.was losing interest in her and she may have 
unconsciously felt that he might marry her if she had the 
child. 
Guilt and Shame.--Sight of the women expressed their 
guilt or ashamedness of their pregnancies. It was felt by 
the worker in one of these cases, that the woman regarded her 
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pregnancy as a symbol of love, as she had a need to seek love, 
which she was deprived of during her childhood. The woman in 
this case, blamed her parents for her pregnancy, as shown in 
the following material: 
Case 19 
Elizabeth stated that if she had had a better home 
life when she was little, this would never have happened 
to her. This would not happen again, as she felt that 
she had learned her lesson, which had been a very diffi¬ 
cult one for her. 
In another case, the woman stated that she was ashamed of 
her pregnancy and the caseworker felt that she did not have 
any feeling for the unborn child and. disliked it. She seem¬ 
ingly wanted to rid herself of the unborn baby as soon as 
possible, since she in no way felt that the child was a part 
of her. The woman told the caseworker in another such case, 
that she felt ashamed and anxious about her pregnancy and that 
it deemedrlike*a dream to her. The caseworker felt that in 
four of these cases, the mothers were satisfying their de¬ 
pendency needs. Evidence of limited maternal feelings for the 
unborn child was brought out in two cases. One of these was 
referred for psychiatric consultation; the following material 
illustrates how the woman regarded her pregnancy. 
Case 20 
Dr. Kane, the psychiatrist, felt that the pregnancy 
represented a penis to the woman, who used her relation¬ 
ship with men in order to get a penis for herself. She 
was castrating in her attitude towards men because of 
her father’s rejection of her, which caused her to become 
enraged and unconsciously castrating. The baby represented 
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a penis to her; therefore she did not mind pregnancies 
and deliveries. 
Guilt feelings were evidenced regarding the unmarried 
mother's pregnancy in another case though the woman stated 
that she felt that many good things had come out of her preg¬ 
nancy, as everyone had been so nice to her. She also felt 
0 
that it had brought her and her mother and younger sister 
closer together. 
Relection.--Five of the mothers evidenced feelings of 
rejection towards their unborn babies. In one such case, the 
woman told the caseworker that she was not particularly 
interested in the baby and the caseworker felt that the mother 
had a rather neutral feeling about her pregnancy, as she had 
stated that, she did not care what sex the child would be and 
she did not want to see it or the putative father of the child. 
One woman stated that she had become disgusted with every¬ 
thing when she learned of her pregnancy. The caseworker felt 
that the woman evidenced a great deal of hostility towards the 
unborn child and seemingly lacked maternal feeling for him. 
In one case, the unmarried mother stated that she was upset 
because of her pregnancy and regretted that she had gotten 
herself into such a situation. She assumed that she would 
like the new baby. 
Open rejection of the unborn child was shown by one of 
the mothers, who stated that she felt she should have a life 
of her own and she did not want to be burdened with a child. 
The caseworker felt that even though the unmarried mother was 
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guilty about her pregnancy, she had very little feeling for 
thè child. The mother in another case informed the worker 
that she did not regret getting into her condition as she 
felt that it wa3 "one of those things.” The caseworker felt 
that the woman did not show any great concern over her preg¬ 
nancy and was rejecting of the unborn child. 
Confusion.—One of the youngest unmarried mother's 
studied, stated that she realized that she had made a mistake 
regarding becoming pregnant, and that she was confused about 
the whole thing. The caseworker felt that the girl might 
have regarded her pregnancy as a way by which her boyfriend 
would want to marry her, because of the girl's realization 
that her mother was attractive and had been seductive towards 
the putative father through her friendly and warm attitude 
towards him. There was also the girl's fear that the puta¬ 
tive father would care for her mother more than he did for 
her, due to the fact that she had become pregnant. 
Very little feeling was evidenced by one of the women 
studied regarding her pregnancy. 
The Unmarried Mother's Disposition 
Of Her Baby 
We have long recognized the complexity of emotions 
and behavior, and we know that for this reason the de¬ 
cision regarding the child could not be an isolated 
factor in the life of the unmarried mother. We know 
that this decision would be influenced by the same emo¬ 
tional factors that had entered into the pregnancy and 
the total behavior pattern of the unmarried mother, and 
that it was through an understanding of these factors 
that she could best ascertain the meaning of the child 
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to her.1 
Adoption plans.—In sixteen of the cases studied, the 
mothers placed their babies for adoption. Fourteen of these 
mothers placed their babies for adoption through the Children's 
Home, while one placed her's with relatives, and another 
through friends. 
Kept babies.--Four of the mothers kept their babies. The 
mother planned to work in one such case, and to employ a 
woman to care for the baby while she was out of the home. In 
the other three cases the women's parents planned to care for 
the baby while two of the mothers were employed, and one 
attended night school. 
Ambivalent feelings.--Seven of the mothers exhibited 
ambivalent feelings concerning the disposition of their babies. 
Three of these mothers kept their babies, though when they 
first came to the agency they were in favor of adoption plans. 
One of these mothers had previously been married and was 
divorced. Her husband had been awarded custody of their 
three children, who were residing with her mother-in-law, and 
she felt that if she kept her baby, she would have something 
of her own. Repeated experience has shown that the more de¬ 
pendent, immature women whom we know to be inadequate mothers 
practically always choose to keep their babies. This choice 
grows, not out of an ability to care for the child, but out 
1Bernice R. Brower, "What Shall I Do With My Baby?", The 
Child. U. S. Children's Bureau (Washington, D. C., I9Ï1.8), 2. 
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of the wish for pleasure for themselves.^ 
Ambivalent feelings were exhibited in four of the cases 
studied in which the mothers placed their babies for adoption. 
In one of these cases, the woman wanted to keep her baby? how¬ 
ever, she felt that her mother favored adoption plans and 
she therefore decided to place the baby for adoption. After 
the woman’s delivery, her mother felt that she could keep the 
child, which the girl Interpreted as an acceptance of her by 
her family, whom she felt had been very rejecting. She was 
then able to place her baby for adoption as she realized that 
she would not be able to provide as warn and wholesome an 
environment for the child as he needed. The majority of the 




SUMMARY AND CONCLUSIONS 
The responsibility for making a decision for the future 
of an unborn child is indeed a grave one* The unmarried 
mother has feelings of conflict and anxiety when faced with 
the necessity of making a decision about her child. No plan 
can offer happiness for the mother or child if the plan ig¬ 
nores present reality, but It Is important to expand our con¬ 
cept of reality so that it includes the psychological reali¬ 
ties of the girl’s situation as well as the external realities. 
This study of twenty unmarried mothers treated by Family 
Service of Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Cincinnati, Ohio, 
included factors which influence the decision the unmarried 
mother makes In the disposition of her baby. The factors 
were family background, childhood experiences, family’s atti¬ 
tude towards pregnancy and disposition of baby, community’s 
attitude towards pregnancy out-of-wedlock, attitude towards 
putative father and relationship with him, relationship with 
previous husband and children, attitude of unmarried mother 
towards previous illegitimate children, and the attitude of 
the unmarried mother towards her pregnancy. Such factors as 
age, education and occupations were also analyzed. 
Thirteen of the unmarried mothers were from broken homes 
characterized by such elements as death, separation, divorce 
and illegitimate pregnancy of mother. Likewise, these women 
ko 
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came from general home environments of emotional deprivation 
with a need for love, affection, and security. Parental 
attitudes of overprotection and rejection towards the women 
during their early lives, was evident in all of the 6ases 
studied. Nineteen of the women had never received any sex 
education and one had received very little. 
The attitudes of the unmarried mothers* parents or re¬ 
latives towards the women's illegitimate pregnancies was 
accepting in seven of the cases. Rejection was evidenced in 
four of the cases and negative attitudes were openly expressed 
*y some of the parents towards the women's pregnancies. The 
mothers offered more support to the girls in most of the cases, 
while the fathers assumed a punishing attitude towards the 
women. 
Two of the women were not desirous of their parents or 
parent-substitutes being informed of their situations. 
Information regarding the family's attitude towards the 
unmarried mother's disposition of her baby was revealed in 
ten of the cases. Seven of the women’s parents felt that 
their daughters should have their babies adopted. In a few 
of these cases, this was the prevailing attitude because of 
the parent's personal feelings towards the girl, and because 
of the community's attitude toward the pregnancy out-of-wed¬ 
lock. Three of the women's parents or relatives felt that 
the women should keep their babies. Parental attitudes had 
a definite influence in relation to the unmarried mother's 
decision as to the disposition of her baby. 
The community’s attitude toward the pregnancy out-of- 
wedlock was hostile and rejecting in seventeen casesj conse¬ 
quently, eleven of these women left their home towns when 
they learned of their pregnancies. The community offered a 
supportive role to one girl during her pregnancy. Two women 
did not discuss the community's attitude towards illegitimate 
pregnancies, which was found in this study to be an important 
factor in influencing the unmarried mother's disposition of 
her baby. 
The unmarried mothers' attitudes toward the putative 
fathers and their relationships with them were brought out in 
eighteen cases. A casual relationship had existed between 
the putative father and the unmarried mother in fifteen of 
these cases, and four women openly expressed their negative 
feelings towards the men. Two of the putative fathers in¬ 
formed the women that they were not concerned about their 
situations and would be unable to help them. Only one father 
contributed to the woman's medical care. 
Pour of the putative fathers were marriedî — marriage 
plans had been discussed between the unmarried mother and the 
putative father in six of the cases, but none of the women's 
plans materialized in regard to this. The putative fathers 
felt that the babies should be placed for adoption in three 
cases, while in one, the father felt that the mother should 
keep the child, even though he was not willing to offer her 
moral or financial support. Although the father's attitude 
towards the disposition of the baby was only expressed in 
four cases, the unmarried mother's attitude towards the puta¬ 
tive father and her relationship with him played an important 
role in her decisiôn regarding her baby. 
It was significant in studying these twenty cases to 
learn the unmarried mothers' feelings towards their previous 
husbands and children, as these factors had a definite in¬ 
fluence upon the womens' ultimate decisions regarding the 
disposition of their babies. Ten of the women had previously 
been married and had children by their husbands, and eight of 
these women revealed information relative to their relation¬ 
ship with and feelings towards their husbands and children. 
One woman's husband was dead, three were separated from 
their husbands, and six were divorced. In seven of these 
cases, the children of the unmarried mother and her husband 
were living with relatives, in-laws, or had been placed in a 
boarding home. 
An unsatisfying and unwholesome relationship had existed 
between, the unmarried mother and her husband In the majority 
of these cases. All of these mothers favored adoption of the 
out-of-wedlock child because of their feelings of responsi¬ 
bility to their other children, or because of a fear that 
their children would be taken away from them by their previous 
husband if he learned of their Illegitimate pregnancies; or 
as in one case, because of the unmarried mother's desire to 
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regain custody of her son, which had been vested in her 
previous husband. 
Two of the unmarried mothers had previously experienced 
illegitimate pregnancies, and one of these women was very fond 
of her child and favored adoption for the out-of-wedlock child 
because of her responsibility towards her first childi 
The unmarried mother’s attitude towards her pregnancy 
was given in the majority of the cases studied. Five women 
were fond of and showed affection and warmth for the unborn 
baby, while eight women expressed their feelings of guilt or 
ashamedness regarding their pregnancies. Rejection towards 
the unborn child was evidenced in five of the cases; two of 
these women had set up their life goals and felt that the 
baby would interfere with their future plans. Dependent 
satisfactions were being satisfied in a few of the women 
studied, by their experiencing illegitimate pregnancies. 
The age range of the women studied was from fourteen to 
thirty-six; the largest age group being from fourteen to 
twenty. 
Seventeen of the mothers had attended school for a period 
of time. One of the women had only completed the sixth grade. 
Two of the youngest girls studied were attending junior high 
school at the time of their illegitimate pregnancies and one 
was attending high school. Nearly one-third of the women 
studied were high school graduates, some of them having also 
attended college or business school. 
kï 
Fifteen of the unmarried mothers had been employed up 
until the time of their pregnancies. Five women had never 
been employed, three of these being the youngest girls of the 
group studied, and still attending school. 
The babies were placed for adoption in sixteen of the 
cases; however, ambivalent feelings were evidenced consider¬ 
ably in the majority of these cases as to the disposition of 
the baby. Many of these women felt that they would hot have 
been able to provide as warm and wholesome an environment for 
the child as he needed. 
Four of the women kept their babies; one of these planned 
to work and employ someone to care for the child; the parents 
of the other three planned to care for the child while two of 
the mothers were employed and one attended night school re¬ 
spectively. In one of these cases, the unmarried mother felt 
that her parents had rejected her considerably during her 
early life and her keeping the child was a form of punishment 
towards them for their negative parental attitudes towards her. 
The writer concluded that the environmental and emotional 
factors studied in the foregoing chapters had a definite in¬ 
fluence on the unmarried mother's decision regarding the dis¬ 
position of her baby. The unmarried mother was confronted with 
one of the most fundamental and far-reaching decisions of her 
life, and what alternatives it presented to her, what the de¬ 
cision itself meant to her and would mean in later life were 
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A. Marital status of parents during unmarried mother’s 
chi 1 dho od '  
B. Economic status of family during unmarried mother's 
childhood ;  
C. Treatment of unmarried mother  
D„ Was she wanted? E. To which parent, does she 
feel more attached? F. How disciplined and 
by whom?  
E. Sibling rivalry  
V. Childhood Experiences: 
A. Sex information B. Age at which- given  
C. By whom given?  
D. Educational background  
VI. Work Experience: 
A. Last position held B. Period of time 
M* 
held 
VII. Family’s attitude towards pregnancy and disposition of 
baby  
VIII. Community’s attitude towards pregnancy out-of-wedlock 
IX. Attitude towards putative father and relationship with 
him  
A. Present relationship  
B. Extent of support 
C. Plan for future  
X. Relationship with previous husband and children 
XI. Attitude of unmarried mother towards previous illegiti¬ 
mate children  
XII. How does unmarried mother regard her pregnancy? 
XIII. Plan for disposition of baby. 
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